Note . This is a repeat of an article that first appeared in Freewheeling in April 2006.

DON’T GET CAUGHT WITH YOUR BONNET DOWN!
(FAILURE OF BONNET CATCH FOR 2001 AND LATER ROVER 75;
A SOLUTION)
Ian Shearman, with design input from Roy Allen

One Sunday afternoon towards the end of 2005, when
Thea and I were returning home over the Blue Mountains,
we had an anxious telephone call from our Club member
Dudley Bennett, who had a serious problem with the bonnet of his car. He had tried to open it but the mechanism
had failed. Did I know how he could fix it?
I was not able to give him any advice straight away but
promised to ring him when I got home. There I could
open my own bonnet and also look at the CD-ROM containing the complete car handbook. Neither was of any
benefit and it seemed that it would not be possible to get
at the release mechanism easily, either from the top or
from under the car.
Dudley was forced to take his car to Paradise Garage
where they put it on a hoist, undid all the covers from underneath and excavated upwards until the faulty component could be exposed. The bonnet was then released and
the underneath parts replaced. It was quite expensive!
The bonnet release mechanism consists of a pull lever
inside the cabin and which is attached to a bowden cable
running to about the mid point of the upper inside of the
right mudguard, in the engine bay. Here it enters a box
which transfers the movement to a pair of bowden cables
which operate the two catches, one on each side of the
bonnet.
The problem was identified by the fixing lugs of the box
converting the single bowden cable to a dual cable mechanism coming adrift from the body of the car. The opening action will not work if the outer of the bowden cable
is free to move.

However, Club member Roy Allen attacked the problem
by developing a more permanent and refined solution, in
the form of a bracket designed to clamp the transfer box
mechanism to the mudguard.
The bracket is made of 1.6 mm aluminium sheet, to the
folding dimensions of Figure 1 and the finished profile of
Figure 2. The flat material may be folded in a vice using
simple mechanical techniques. A single mounting hole is
used to fix the bracket to the mudguard, making use of an
existing hole in the mudguard. The hole in the bracket is
located by measurement on the car. An M6 or 1/4” Whitworth bolt (minimum 13 mm long), flat washer and nylock nut is used to fix the bracket, taking care to ensure
that it is placed as firmly as possible to the cable transfer
box.
It may be useful to place a thin piece of spongy material
between the bracket and the cable transfer box which will
give a small compression force on the box.
It should be noted that the cable transfer box has a taper
of about 1 mm along its length. Compensation for this
taper may be made by aralditing a small piece of aluminium under the relevant end of the bracket.
The accompanying photos show the cable transfer box as
normal, with two alternative methods of fixing using cable ties and with the bracket installed. Other photos show
different views of the bracket.
It is recommended that each member of the Club who
owns a 2001 or later Rover installs one of the above modifications to the car or they may get caught out with your
bonnet firmly down.

The initial solution by Paradise Garage was to secure the
transfer box mechanism to the body by a nylon cable tie.
This is effective, but does not look permanent.
This is the box that
can loose from the
body of the car.
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Cable from car
cabin.
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running forward to
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View looking down on right side of engine bay.

Dimensions of bracket in millimeters and
side elevation of folded shape.

Small piece of metal bonded
onto bracket with Araldite and
referenced in text.

Two photos of finished bracket.
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Above. Temporary fix using a plastic tie.
Below. Permanent fix using metal bracket described in this article.
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